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Pleasantly surprised again 

by Marta Inez Rodrigues Pereira 

 

Once again I walk into exhibitions of works by new artists which make me happy. It’s uplifting to see 

there is good work emerging. 

This time it’s all about painting. It’s also colourfully intense, but not at all in the clichéd tropical 

sense. 

So here I am, amidst a multitude of errands, quickly hopping into a gallery (luckily it’s on my path) 

and Oh! That’s interesting. This is Zoe Dubus’s solo exhibition Qu’a t’on bien pu faire de tous ces 

sacrifices?, curated by artist José Damasceno. Dubus is a French artists living in Rio and, with the 

distancing which usually only foreigners who also have intimacy with a culture possess, she has 

brilliantly depicted small aspects of life in Rio in a narrative of playfulness and criticism – colours, 

chaos, violence and life as usual. 

 

 

Zoe Dubus, Et on continue à s’aimer (2016) 

(all photos by me unless otherwise stated) 
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Zoe Dubus, Rua Marcia Leite Vidigal (2016) 
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Zoe Dubus, Natalia (2016) 

 

 

 

The other exhibition was, coincidentally, very colourful as well, but coming from a totally different 

narrative. Múltiplas Faces da Rainha (The Queen’s Multiple Faces) is a solo exhibition by Viviane 

Teixeira, an artist from Rio, curated by Ivair Reinaldim. Stemming basically from her historical 

research into the ceremonies surrounding kings and queens, Teixeira constructed characters which, 

at a first glance, look very playful, but are in fact disturbing. At a closer look, one realizes they have 

an erotic component, both due to an unexpected sexuality and to the physically appealing texture of 

the materials used in the paintingi. 
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Viviane Teixeira, The Queen of the Clown’s Show (2013) 

 

 

Viviane Teixeira, The Queen’s Oubliette (dos cegos do castelo me despeço e vou) (2013) 
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Viviane Teixeira, Good-bye Old Queen (honor her) (2016) 

 

Tropically colourful and deeply disturbing. Superficially playful and seriously intriguing. The surface 

attracts and then captures, in a profound reflection about life. I guess this is how I’d describe these 

two sets of works. And it pleases me. 

 

Zoe Dubus. Qu’a t’on bien pu faire de tous ces sacrifices? – at Artur Fidalgo Galeria until 19 Sep 2017 

Viviane Teixeira. Múltiplas Faces da Rainha – at Movimento Arte Contemporânea until 02 Sep 2017 

 

Both galleries are located in Copacabana, Rio de Janeiro 

 

                                                             
i This idea was taken from the curator’s text accompanying the exhibition. 


