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To Lina Bo Bardi, with Love 

by Marta Inez Rodrigues Pereira 

 

I confess that every time I’m back from London I feel a bit depressed. Having spent two weeks 

absorbed in the most wonderful and abundant art exhibitions, coming back makes me realize how 

poor we are (in that respect, at least). Not that I don’t acknowledge how far we’ve come and 

recognize the effort of some, but we are still very far behind. 

It was in this melancholic mood that I went straight to São Paulo for its 32nd Biennalei – which, by the 

way, was very good. I hadn’t really planned to visit anything else for fear of making my mood worse, 

except for a quick look at Lina Bo Bardi’s crystal stands. I knew that MASP (the São Paulo Art 

Museum) had brought them out from storageii and had even seen some pictures of them, but I was 

curious to see them live and, especially, to find out how the pictures were hung on the glass. 

I was greeted in the early queue by a group of noisy students protesting for something or other – a 

common scene in these times of, just to be consistent with my depressive mood, depressing politics 

and depressed economy in Brazil – and was not invigorated by the fact. So, there I was, heavy 

hearted, going up the lift to the top floor. And then… Wow! I could see the whole room through the 

glass entrance; and what a pleasure it was. It felt like being weightless. 

The display with Bo Bardi’s stands is the most amazing I’ve ever seen. It allows you to see everything 

at once (or so it seems), there are no walls and no limits; you are part of the exhibition, you are 

within, side by side, feeling it so close. 

 

(all photos by me, unless otherwise stated) 
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And how do they hang? Quite simple: just two holes on the glass where the paintings are screwed. 

 

 

 

The base is very simple too: a slit on a concrete block where the glass is fitted and secured by a 

wooden slab. 

 

 

 

So, there I was, completely dumbfounded with the beauty of simplicity. And happy  :-) 

And more, MASP’s collection is pretty good! 

But the enchantment was not yet at an end. Down I went, to the next floor where they are re-

showing the first temporary exhibition held at MASPiii, curated by Lina Bo Bardi, Pietro Bardi, 

Glauber Rocha and Martim Gonçalves. It comprises objects typically made at different regions or, 

should I say, by different cultures within Brazil, showing the very hazy line that divides art from craft. 

Here again, just as with the crystal stands above, one feels completely inside the exhibition. The 

display is such – dense but organized, involving and warm – that one feels part of it. It’s not the 

same ordinary feeling of the outsider looking rationally at what is being exhibited; it’s a feeling of 

being part of it. 
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And… yet again I was surprised. The display for the exhibition on the lower flooriv was conceived 

using wooden stands in line with Bo Bardi’s crystal stands, which also seemed extremely pleasant to 

me. 
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So, here is what I wanted to say: thank you Lina Bo Bardi; thank you for being so visionary; thank you 

for lifting my spirits. 

At this point I should also say thank you to Adriano Pedrosa, MASP’s current Artistic Director whom I 

believe was responsible for these come-backs and new beginnings. 

And just before ending, thanks Jochen Volz et al., for the current Biennale which, afterwards, kept 

my spirits high. 

 

                                                           
i
 32ª Bienal de São Paulo, Incerteza Viva – from 7 Sep 2016 to 11 Dec 2016. Retrieved on 29 Oct 2016 at 
http://www.bienal.org.br/evento.php?i=2365 
 
ii
 A coleção do MASP de volta aos cavaletes de cristal  de Lina Bo Bardi – from 11 Dec 2015. Retrieved on 29 

Oct 2016 at http://masp.art.br/masp2010/exposicoes_integra.php?id=255&periodo_menu= 
 
iii
 A mão do povo brasileiro 1969/2016 – from 2 Sep 2016 to 29 Jan 2017. Retrieved on 29 Oct 2016 at 

http://masp.art.br/masp2010/exposicoes_integra.php?id=277&periodo_menu= 
 
iv
 Portinari Popular – from 12 Aug 2016 to 15 Nov 2016. Retrieved on 29 Oct 2016 at 

http://masp.art.br/masp2010/exposicoes_integra.php?id=272&periodo_menu= 
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